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Mr. Pickering: XNot in carrying those sand-
wich boards.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, because Australians
would sooner leave the State than carry sand-
wich boards for a living. [t is contended that
the new people are cheap from an employer’s
point of view. Due to lack of experience they
are very cxpensive to our industrics, No
labour is so economical as Awstralian labour.

Mr, Pickering: Quite so, but we want more
of it.

Mr. MARSHALL: XNever in the history of
the State was there more unemployment or
poverty than ecxists to-day. 1t is apparent
everywhere, We see fine strapping young
men—neweomers to the State—selling in the
strects, boronia, matches, brass buttons and
all sorts of rubhish.  This is an abselute
waste of good labour. Doubtless these men
tell their friends in the old country how de-
plorable are the conditions licre. [t is a bad
advertiscment for Western Australia,

Mr, Pickering: They need not do that un-
less they like.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, they have the alter-
natives of stowing away on an outward bound
steamer in the hope of getting back to the
old country, or of parading their poverty to
one of the charitable organisations. The
scheme is rotten in the extreme. It is a good
wage-smashing proposition and that is all.

Mr. Pickering: What do you snggest in its
placet

Mr., MARSHALL: A wise, sound policy,
which iz beyond the Government,

Mr. Pickering: Then outline it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The member for Sussex
(Mr. Pickering) veferred to the marketing of
fruit. I wonder what the Agent General and
his gtaff are doing? The taxpayers are called
upon to provide big sums of money annually
to maintain the Agent General and hia staff
in Londen, and what are they getting for this
money? According to statement: made by the
Premier, a great deal of the money expended
on Agents General and High Commissioners
ig wasted. It appears to me that thesc officials
merely go to England to feather their nests.
When their term of office is over, they go into
public life in England, having paved the way
at the expense of the State. The Premicr on
his return from England last year said he
was astounded to find that the people of the
014 Country hardly knew that Western Aus-
tralia was on the map, They had no eoneep-
tion that the gold and pearls they were wear-
ing had been produced here. Their impres-
sion was that Western Australia was a vast
desert populated by blacks. Whx should the
taxpayers be ecalled upon to find huge sums
of money annually to maintain in England
a pack of parasites, who cannot let the peo-
ple know that there i3 smeh a place as West-
ern Australia on the map?

Mr. Pickering: That is why we are bring-
mg them here—to teach them.

Mr. MARSHALL: The day may come
when the electors will ask members opposite
why——

The Minister for Agriculture: They will

[COUNCILL.)

Mr. MARSHALL: —one scction of the
primary producers receives all the concessions
from the Government and the other section
receives nothing. AN 1 want to do while |
ovcupy a seat in this Chamber is to improve
the meaus of livelihood of these who count,
the toiters of the State, and to endeavounr
to leave this world better than I found it
when T entered it.

On motion by Mr. Cunningham dcebate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 1037 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 430
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT, ADVANCES.

Hon. A, LOVEEKIN asked the Minister for
Education: 1, What is the total amount ad-
vanced by the Government on the advice or
recommengdation of the Couneil of Industrial
Development? 2, How mueh of the total ad-
vances has been repaid up to date? 3, What
are the names of the firms or persons to whom
advances have been made, and who have not
repaid either in whole or in part? 4, From
what sourece do the Government provide the
money for making these advances?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, £9,352 185. 6d. from General Loan
Fund. 2, £1,650. 3, The Rowley Forests
Products Company finally defanlted to the
amount of £3,000. The remainder of the ad-
vances are current. 4, From General Loan
Fund.

QUESTION—ARMADALE POUND,
DROVING CHARGES.

Hon. G. POTTER asked the Minister for
Education: 1, What is the total amount col-
leeted by the poundkeeper of the Armadale
pound from l1st May, 1923, to 10th August,
1923% 2, Of the total amount collected, how
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much represented droving charges? 3, To
whom were droving cbarges distributed, and
what was the amount received by each
elaimant?

The MINISTER FOGR EDUCATION re-
plied: The Government have nn anthority
over the Armadale pound, the coutrol of which
is vested in the Kelmscott-Armadale Road
Board, The hon. member conld doubtless
seeure the information on inquiry from the
road beard.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion hy Hon. G. Potter leave of ab-
sence for six consceutive sittings granted to
the Hon. R. J. Lynn on the ground of urgent
private businass,

RESIGNATION, WEST PROVINCE,
Secat decfared vacant.

The PRESIDENT {4.34]: I have to in-
form hon, members that I have rececived the
Tellowing letter:—

Wellington Street, Cottesloe Beach, 13th
Agpgust, 1923. The Hon. the President ot
the Legislative Council, Perth. 8ir, T de-
sire to tender my resignation as a member
for the West Provinee in the Legislative

Council. T am yours faithfully, (signed)
F. A. Baglin.
The MINISTER TFORk EDUCATION

{(Hon. J. Ewing—South-West) [4353]: 1
move—

That in consequence of his resigmation
having been received by the President, the
seat of the Hon. Frederick Arthur Baglin,
memher for the West Provinee, is hereby
declared vacant.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the previous sitting.

Hon, J. XICHOLSON (Metropolitan}
[4.37:] Tr the first place I desire to offer
my congratulations te Mr, Ewing and Mr,
Kirwan on their assumption of new duties
in this Chamber. With other members I re-
cognise that the task which has been under-
taken by Mr. Ewing is eertainly not a light
ane. He has displayed considerable courage
in uvndertaking such onerous duties. T feel
sure that he will discharge those duties with
that energy and eapacify which he has at all
times displayed in other offices here. I wish
Lim every success. I offer similar congratula-
tions to Mr. Kirwan, whose long experience
ag a parliamentarian will, I feel sure, enahle
bim to guide us on many oceasions when
matters of Adifficulty arise. The expericnce
which he has gained in long years of public
life will be of great service to this House.
Tn His Excellency’s Speech there are some

matters upon which we may congratulate t)
Government, and others op which ¢erta
criticisms may be offered. The first matt
to which I desire to allude is the decrease
the defieit. Whether that he a matter
copgratnlation te the Government, of of con
wiseration, T can at the moment hardly ve
ture to say; but I do reeognise that t
Govermment are certainly indebted, and th
we as representatives of the people are i

debted to the excellent services renden
by  the members of the ecivil servic
and the c¢hief officers in that servic

in making it possible for the deficit to be n
greater than it was, T feel quite sure th
had the officers mot co-operated with ar
assisted one another as I understand th
have done, it would have been impoassible £
the defieit to be as low as it actually is, ]
piving expression to those views L hope, ther
fore, that the Government will not lose sigl
of the claims of our civil servants, but wi
give due recogmition fo them at an carly dat
When the Jeader of the present Governmen
Girst took office it was fondly anticipated b
many that the days of deficits would graduall
vanish. I certainly looked forward, and

think Mr. Ewing, in common with the rest ¢
us, looked forward to the deficits being pr
gressively wiped out, and to their reaching i
the near future a point when we would k
able to say that we were, so to speak, livin
within our means. Buot what do we find? L
me take the position for the last three finai
cial years, or practically the term of the pr
sent Government.  For the financial year
ended 30th June, 1921, 1922, and 1923 I huv
heen supplied with figures showing the posi
tion. We are all familiar with the deficit
of those years, but with the way in which th
total defieit has been accumulated we do no
scem to be so familiar. We sometimes for
get exactly what was the amount in eacl
year. The total revenne for the years 1920
21, 1921.22, and 1922-23 amnotinted approxi
mately to seven millions in each year. Qut o

_that total revenue the sinking fund in cael

case amounted to something between two an
a quarter and two and a half millions, leav
ing net revenues in each case of about fou
and a half millions. The deficit for the yea.
ended the 30th June, 1921, was actwally
L£686,726, whereas it had beea estimated by
the Treasurer in his Budget speech that thi
deficit would be £399,413. There were ex
planations given at the time, as the year pro
rressed, by the Treasurer as to why the defieil
had inereased so enormously. His estimate
instead of being realised, was execeded bs
nearly £300,000. There was {rouble, as we
remember, owing to inercase of wages in the
Railway Department; but one of the ex
planations advaneed by the Treasurer was
that the trouble was to be found in the bust
wess section, I assume he meant in public
utilities. He went on te explain how a con
siderable loss had also occurred in connection
with the Railway Department. Even Collie
coal was hrought in for a share of the hlame.
The Government attributed to the use of



Z3%

Collie coal a loss of something like £20,000.
In 1922 the deficit was £732,135, whilst the
egtimated deficit had heen £570,680, or nearly
£200,000 of difference between the estimated
and the actual deficit. We come now to the
year ended the 30th June, 1923, and we find
that the actval Qeficit is £405,351, as against
an estimate which was previously given of
£359,609. Having regard to the explanations
which were given by the Premier and Trea-
gurer in 1921, it scems to me that the Gov-
ernment have been unfortunate in carrying
or buginess operations or business coneerns—
I do not care whether they are publie utilities
or State trading concerns. The Fremier has
admitted that the trouble is largely to be
found in the business section of Government
activities. That announcement led me to
think that surely the Government must rea-
lise their impotenty and ineapacity in carry-
ing on business affairs.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The loss on State
trading has to be added to that.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, that is cor-
reet. They are all absorbing a great amount
of capital.

The Minister for Edncation:
they are losing money?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Some are showing
a profit. Still it is one of the worst adver-
tisements for the State that the Government
should be carrying on State trading concerns
in opposition to taxpayers.

Hon. J. Duffell: It is crippling private
enterprise. _

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Abhsolutely. I have
said on previous occasions that those con-
cerns arc a deterrent to the development of
the indostrial life of the community. Fven
if they are profitable, they arec to be depre-
cated. :

The Minister for Edueation:
they are right.

Hom, A, Lovekin: There will be more loss
this year than there was last year.

Hon. T. Moore: You are really pleased
that they are not paying?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If they are not
paying, they are still a menace.

Hon. J. Cornell: To whom?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: To the progress of
the community. They will hinder the de-
velopment of industrial life.

Hon, A. Lovekin: What do you propose to
do?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I wiil try to show.
The mover of the motion (Mr Potter) recog-
nised this position. Also the Minister for
Works has announced that it is intended to
earry on State trading corcerns on fairer
business lines than, apparently, they have
been condueted upon in the past. It will be
remembered that it was a common practice
to attach to tenders a condition that ma-
terials required for contracts should be pur-
chased from the various trading concerns.

Hon. J. Duffell: They have deleted that.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, I am glad to
know it. I congratulate the Minister for
Works on having withdrawn that very burden-
some and unfair condition.

Do you think

I do not say

[COUNCIL.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
the losa.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: At the same time
I give tho Minister credit for having donc
something which will at least serve to place
the trading concerns on a fairer basis than
before.  Previously they were bolstered up
largely by conditions such as this. Notwith-
standing that this econdition is withdrawn, it
will not remedy the existing evil. I ask, how
can such trading concerns be fair under any
conditions? They enjoy an absolute freedom
from taxation, and they arc backed by the
eredit of the State. If losses are sustained,
the losses are passed over to the taxpayer to
make good. They are therefore in an uafair
pesition as compared with private enterprises.
At the same time they are Keeping out of the
State people who would become taxpayers
and who wonld establish industries with their
own capital instead of with eapital borrowed
by the Government. On the 28th July we
had in the columns of the newspaper u eabled
reference to the Federation of British In-
dustries, as follows: —

The immunity of Statc-owned enter-
prise to taxation was discussed speeially
by the Federation of British Industries. In
its second interim report the hope is ex-
pressed that the Imperial Conference will
arrive at a solutien of the question, There
is an increasing tendency on the part of
Governments to indulge in State-owned en-
terprizos. It is not surprising that the com-
mercial community resents opposition ot
this nature in consequénce of the special
conditions enjoyed by sueh ecuterprises in
regard to taxation-and other obligations.

What is found in other parts of the world has
been found here ever since State trading con-
cerns  were established. I sincerely hope
something will be done to remedy the exist-
ing state of affairs. I give the Minister for
Works credit for having expressed the view
that State trading concerns should@ not have
been cstablished. But he says that so long
as he continues to be in ¢harge of these eon-
cerns, it is his intention {o wmake them us
suceessful as possible. I belicve he is siu-
cerely trying to do that.

Hon. V. Hamersley: He has added to them
since they started.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That exactly bears
out what has been found by the Federation
of British Industries, namely, that there
is a tendency to go on extending these
things once they are atarted. I give
the Minister eredit for sineerity, but
I doubt whether he has considered the
question in the foll light of circum-
stances and of the effect these concerns
have on the growth and development of our
industrial life. The wiser policy would be
to sell the copcerns at the earlicst possible
moment, and to encourage peopic fo come
here with their own capital instead of the
Government having to borrow the capital at
a high rate of interest and so burden the
taxpayers. In view of the Bill which waa
passed through this Howse last session, one
would have thought the Government would

It will only inecrease
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se every possible endeavour to put that Bill
ito law, But we find that, unfortunately, it
as interred in another place. As the Pre-
iier stated in 1921 that business undertakings
irgely caused the deficit of that year, so 1
ontend that State tradiog concerns are very
wirgely the cause of this year’s deficit. If
hose concerns were disposed of we would
ot have so large a deficit, and encourage-
aent would be given to people to invest their
apital. As it is, when people come here and
ee the prospects, they hesitate about invest-
ng, because of the State trading concerns.
n view of seasonal unemployment, the more
ndustrial concerns we can create the better
7ill it be for those subject to periods of un-
mployment. I suggest therefore thdt the
igvernment should seriously take into con-
ideration the neeessity for passing a
neasure similar to what was transmit-
ed to the Assembly from this House
ast year, get the necessary anthority
o sell the trading concerns, and dis-
10ge of them at the earliest possible moment.
[he second point to- which T would refer is
chat the Government announce there will be
10 increase in taxation. T congratulate the
Jovernment on that announcement, af the
jame time recognising that in view of the ex-
sting high rate of taxation it wounld he very
lifficult for them to impose any further
surdens on the people.

Hon, T. Moore: TYou think they have gone
the limit?

Hou. J. J. Molmes: They have passed itl

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Yes, they have
passed it. T£ Mr. Moore will compare our
position with those of other States and coun-
tries, he will see that we have reached the
point where taxation should be redweed. 1
should have liked to sec an announcement
that the Government intended to reduce taxa-
tion.

Hon. T. Moore:
too.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It might have
been very helpful to them. We have to re-
member that we are bordened with Federal
taxation, and that if any further increase
were imposed by the State, then between
Commonwealth and State the people would be
very nearly taxed out of existence. A fhird
point on which congratulation may be offered
to the Government is the anncuncement that
they did not commit themsclves to the pro-
posed agreement with the Federal Govern.
ment. I wns glad to hear Mr, Kirwan’s
declaration that the Federal agreement was
dead and pgone.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It’s only sleeping.

Hon, J. SICHOLSON: If it is only sleep-
ing, and should it be awakened, T hope the
Government will refuse to recognise an
agreement such as was put before them.

Hon. V., Hamersley: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : It would have
paralysed the financial position of the State
if we had entered into it. In view of the
Federa}l surplos, and of onr being bound by
the ties of Federation, I think the Federal
Parliament should give greater considera-

Just before an eleetion,
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tion to Western Australia. It is the most
undeveloped State in the Commoawealth.
Like any undeveloped business in private
life, it requires a greater amount of capital
expended ir it Lhan is needed in the older
established States. The older States possess
considerable aceumulations of wealth. They
had the benefit of many years of successful
operations, before this State actually
awakened. We have a large territory to
administer, and a Federal spirit should ba
displayed towards it something like a spirt
of brotherhood. But the Federal Govera-
ment keep on imposieg the same burdens of
taxation upon us. We are seeking to carry
the burden of developing this huge State,
and in doing this arc helping forward the
entire Commonwealth. In the circumstances
we are entitled to more consideration than
any other State. Something should be done
by the Federal Government towards making
further allowaneces to us, and retiring from
the field of direct taxation,

Hon. J, Cornell: That would amount to
discrimination between the States.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON; They cannot dis-

ciiminate between the States, but they
coull retire from the field of direet taxa-

tion, by ecasing to impose the income
and land taxes. They could do that
in the ease of every State. Where
a State is struggling as we are, in

an undeveloped manner, and posscssing as
we do a huge territory, extra eoncessions
ard aliowances could be made without any
undue discrimination, or in any way trans-
gressing the provisions of the Federal Con-
stitution, People specak of the cconomies
the Federal Government are seeking to
practise.  The people of a State who are
suffering under the burden of heavy taxza-
tion, can, as onlookers, see that there are
many economies which might be practised
in various Federal departments. There has
been a ncedless waste of money upon the
building of the Federal capital. Millions
of pounds, which have been collected from
the people of the Commonwealth, are being
thrown into this fanciful scheme.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Would the hon. mem-
ber treat the promise to New South Wales
as a scrap of paper? "

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: No. I always
belicve in honouring promises, but I think
having regard to the financial stringeney,
the people of New South Wales should re-
cognise that, as partners in the Federation,
it iz essential at times to reconsider a
promise and determine upon some other
policy which would save money.

Hon. J. Cornell: The sooner the Federal
capital goes te Canberra, the better will
it be for the weaker States.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: T shall be very
pleased if that is so. The money so eol-
lected might bave been applied to some
more useful purpese. If what Mr. Coraell
says is correct, we shall have every reason
to welcome the establishment of the Com-
monwealth capital.
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Hon. J. Cornell : I am only repeaiing
what Western Australian, Queensland and
Tasmanian Federal members have told mec.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: 1 am only leoking
at the matter from the standpoint of thrift.
If money ¢an be saved, it ought to be saved.

Hon. A. Lovekin: There is no need to
spend millions upon it all the same.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is how the
position appeals to me. Large sums of
money have been spent in Federal public
buildings. It has often ocenrred to me that
less expensive structures might have been
erected and many huandreds of thousands of
pounds saved. Not long ago we learned
with surprise of the huge salaries that were
being paid to members of the Federal Par-
liament, and to many heads of the Federal
Civil Service.

Hon. J. Cornell : Like Charlie’s Aunt,
they have come to stay.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Unfortunately
that is so. T do not know that the services
rendared by Pederal members are much
more viluable than these rendered by mem-
bers of Parliament in the various States.

Hon. A, J. H. Baw: Why not raise our
own salaries?

Hen, J. NICIIOLSON: Let them all be
reduced. The position in which the higher
paid officers of our own Civil Service are
paced is very invidious and unfair, avd the
disparity between the salaries paid to the
two sets of offieers is very marked,

Hon. A. Lovekin: They had a surplns in
one year of seven millions and we have a
deficit of seven millions.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Exactly. If we
could find legislative means by which that
sarplus could be transferred to our deficit,
we could carry on, .

Hon. J. Cornell: One set of civil servants
‘renders serviee in a kingdom in parts, and
the other set in a kingdom as a whole.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do net say that
the services of our own higher officials are
of any less value than the services rendered
by those who are recciving big salaries in
the Commonwealth.

Hon. H, Stewart: You are propesing, are
you not, to reduce the deficit and to in-
erease the salaries of our civil servants?
What 18 your method? -

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We conld reduce
the defieit by getting rid of the State
trading concerns, and c¢ould request the
Federal Parliament to give speeial con-
sideration to this SBtate. We are entitled to
more consideration than the other States,
which have been longer established than
we have been.

Hon. H. Stewart: What would be the use
of that?

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: We arec geing 10
celebrate our centenary shortly.

Hon, J. NTCHOLSON : If we could re-
duce expenditure we conld reduce taxation,

All these things would help te improve
onr position. If the Federal Govern-
ment sect a  worthy example of true

economy, it would help the other States to

[LCOUNCLL.]

pursue the same course, and probably bring
us into a better position than we have occu
pied hefore. Although the Speech oceupic
three full pages, there are cnly two shor
paragraphs referriug to the wmetropolitar
arca; oue {ealing with the cxtension
water supplies and the other with trams.

Hon. €. W, Mileés: There is nothing abou
sewerage.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The remarks abou
water supplies are very belated. This yen:
we are being called upon to expend a fairh
substantial sum to mncet wants which shonl
have been supplied years ago, It would no
be altogether fair that the Government shoulc
¢laim, excuse for® their previous negleet t
provide an adequate water supply by spend
ing this large sum in the metropolitan arer
all at onge, when it should have been spread
over a number of the years that have passed

The Minister for Eduention: The cost o
money was the reason,

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: T admit the mone}
is being spent, but it ghould have been spread
over a number of years.

The Minister for Education: The mone;
would have cost much more.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The Governmen:
have alse nssumed the responsibility of tlu
scwerage of the wmetropolitan area, but nal
a word has been said about that in the
Speeeh. Owing to the growth and expansim
of the districts around the eity, the questio)
of scwerage hecomes more and more acnbc
each year.

Ton. A. TLovekin:
itselt.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes. [ hope thi
Government will take this matter into con
sulevation, togethor with the provision o
water snpplies. I noticed that the Ministe
for Tducation, when speaking on the Sup
ply Bill, said with pride that 61 per cent
of lean moneys had been spent in the agri
cultural districts. T recognise the import
ance of developing the country districts
and that they require the expenditure of :
Inrge sum of money. The morc we can oper
up the comntry and get the people to setblc
there, the better will it be for the towns

The system pays fo

of the State. I am not quarrelling
with that, but I ask the Governmen
not to forget the metropolitan area

The other question to which T desire to al
lude as bcing omitted from the Governor's
Speeeh, iz that rclating to unemployment
This constitutes a diffieulty that constantly
confronts us in the metropolitan area. \Whe
work is slack in the country between seasons
men naturally floek into Perth in the hope
of cmployment being found for them, ]
recognise the difficulty of ike Governmen
in their task of finding work from time f«
time and of solving these ditfieultics, bn
the faet remains that they must be over
come.  Unfortunately uwemployment oxist:
largely amongst unskilled men.  OF skillec
artisuns, T am informed, there are all too few
in Western Australin at the present time
Tn econsequence of this searcity, many works
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are delayed. One naturally asks why in a
country like Western Australia we should
huve so muny unskilled labourers.

Hon, .1, T, Holmes: The Arbitration Court
prevents them from learning 2 trade,

Hen, J. NXICHOLSOXN: That is true, I
referred to this question when speaking cn
the Address-in-reply last year, and I still
think 4hat the restrictions imposed regarding
apprenticeships are largely responsible for
the lack of skilled artisans. This is a serious
question, but T realise that there are two
sides to it. [Discussions have taken place
between the partics affected and I believe
that both sides are earnestly anxious to over-
come the difficulty. When the parties them.
selves do not succeed in solving the problem,
then it is time for the Government to step
in and assist in achieving that object.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Would you not give
young Australians a chance?

Hon. J. NTCHOLSON: Of course I would.
Only 293 apprentices were registered last
year.

Hon, A. Levckin:
maore.

Hon. J. NTCHOLSON: That is so. Ae-
cording to the awards and agreements which
arc in force, only one or two apprentices can
he employed to so many journeymen.

You vannot have any

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The apprenticeship

gystem is out of date. We want trade classes
now.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: That is a dircetion
in whieh the Government should interest
themselves. Tt is a difficult matter, but it
i3 for the Government to fare the question
angd overcome emergencies as they arise. T
hope the Leader of the House will bring
this matter before his colleagues and wili
seek to solve the serious difficulty that exists
at present. Serious ns it is now, it will be-
come more feriols uas our population increases.

The Minister for Eduecation: Technical
sthools are deing a good deal.
Hon. J. XICHOLSOXN: They are, but

there is more to bhe done yet.

Fon. J. W. Kirwan: The ecxtension of
trade classes is what is required.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: At any rate, 1
hope something will be done, and it is im-
portant that it should be done without any
loss of time. There was another ifem of im-
portance not deait with in the Governor’s
Speceh, I refer to the honsing problem:
1t is acute in the metropolitan area and
semething should he done to relieve the posi-
tion, The question of the influx of popu-
lation to the metropolitan area has heen dis-
enzand  here, and an excellent address was
delivered by our late Leader, Mr. Colebateh,
either dvring last session or the one preceding
that. Tt was a most illominating speech
and there i3 no gainsaving the faet that, hav-
ing regarit to our total population, the pro-
porfion of the people within the metropolitan
area is much greater than it sheuld be, com-
pared with the proportion residing in the
country,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Hear, hear!
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Hon, J. NICHOLSON: T will probably
be asked the question: What can the Gov-
ernment do?

Hon. H. Stewart: I suppose it will be said
the Government van go on building tram-
ways, fyr instance,

Hon. .J. XTCHOLSOX : I will not say that
at all, but the Government eould provide
cheaper railway fares to enable people to
live in the suburbs.

Hon. .J. J. Holmes: What ehance bhave we
got of cheap railway fares when the Gov-
ernment build trams in competition with
the railways?

Hon. .J. NICHOLSOXN: T hope that trams
will pot be built in such a way as to
adversely affect the revenue of the Railway
Department. T trust that the Minister and
the Commissioner, who are in charge of our
railways, will see that the trams and the
railways de not compete too severely.

Hon. H. Stewart: Do not yon want mere
peaple in the country®

Hon. J. XICHOLSON: I will be pleased
to sce as many people in the country dis-
tricts as possible, but cheaper and better
facilities should he provided for those
people whase work compels them to reside
in the eity.

Hon, M. Stewart: And the cost will
probably be passed on to the people in the
country in the shape of increused freighis.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Not at all,

Hon. .J. J. Holuies: Seme people cannot
have push bikes now but want trams.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There is a diffi-
culty here where the position is different to
thut obtaining in the Motherland. In Eng-
land people live in large terraces of houses,
from three to five storeys high, One aere
of land in the Ol Country will hold so
many hundred people, whereas one aere here
is usually cut up into four blocks, and ocen-
pied by four families. Tn conscquence of
that, our eities are spread over,a much
bigirer arca of land than cities in older
sottled countries. Tt is eszential because of
this, that people should be provided with
the means of reaching their homes within
the suburban areas. Because of high rail-
way charges at the present time, many
people are squeezing themselves into rooms
and living huddled together in a way that
is ncither good for the peaple themselves,
ner beneficial to health.

Hon, H. Stewart: A good five mile walk
would do these who are not suffering from
bad health, a lot of good.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Everyone is not
s woung as the hon. member,

Hon. H. Stewart: Nor has everyone had
as hard a time. During the tram strike
many people cheerfully walked long dis-
tances and ‘it did them good.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: Tt is suggested
that some of the difficulty may be overcome
by the establishment of a fair rents court.
T do not think that would solve the diffi-
enlty. If T thought it would, I would sup-
port the proposal,
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Hon. T. Moore:
keep down rents.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not think se.
As a matter of fact, the whole question of
rents will have to be determined in much
the same way as food prices,

Hon. G. W. Miles: If artisans laid more
bricks per day, good would result.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The only way to
improve the position is by building more
heuses so as to provide additional aceom-
modation,

Hon. G. W, Miles: If bricklayers were
allowed to lay 1,000 bricks a day instead ot
400, the position would he relieved.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is so. Within
the ¢ity boundaries the municipal authori-
ties insist on all buildings being of brick,
stone, or ecement. They will not allow
timber houses to be constructed. We are
blessed in Western Australia with timber
recognised as one of the best fire-resisting
wooils in the world. I refer to our jarrah.
Existing municipal regulations prevent the
use of jarrah for building purpeses within
the city boundaries. Mueh eould be done
to overcome the housing problem if facili-
ties could he given by which people living
at a certain distance from the actual centre
of the city might be allowed to erecct
wooden houses. This is a plea also for the
use of our native timbers. Such a course
would provide employment for a greater
number of men at the timber mills, and
timber yards and also in econmection with
the crection of houses. The wnemployment
problem would also be aided to a solution
if this course were adopted. Timher houses
can be built more rapidly and more cheaply
than hrieck houses. There is only one other
matter to which I intend to refer, and that
relates to migration. I thank the Govern-
ment for the opportunity afforded me, in
common with other members, to visit some
of the group settiements near Denmark and
Nornalup some months ago. Such a visit
gave me a better idea of the position re-
garding this guestion than I could possibly
gain previously. A man would indeed be o
eroaker if he did not wish suecess to the
scheme of scttlement, and to the settlers on
the land. The men whom T saw on the group
settlement mear Denmark were a very fine
type, taken all round. They were energetic
men.

Hon, T. Moore: Were they migrants®

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: 8o far as I know,
they were.

Hon. H. Stewart: Not all; some were
railway men, some were lumpers and so on.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: At any rate they
were a fine type and if they arc only given
the opportunity and receive a fair deal,
many of them will succeed.

The Minister for Education :
them.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: I would like to
see them all suceeed. The Premier is some-
times met with criticism, and he has re-
ferred to people who criticise the scheme
as croakers. Mcen are not eroakers because

But such a seheme would

Most of
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they criticise. I believe that the eriticism
which has been offered to the migration
scheme by many people in Western Aus-
tralia, has beeu offered in the best interests
of the State with a view to helping forward
the success of the Premier’s scheme.

Hoa. C. F. Baxter: It has never been re-
ceived as such, hag it% .

Hon. J. N1CHOLSON: No, the Premier
has not received that eriticism in the spirit
in which it should have been received and
which I should have expected from such a
broad-minded man as he.

The Minister for Education:
mind eritieism.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: They why does he
characterise as croakers the people who eriti-
cise him?

The Minister for Education:
some croakers, you know,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Perhaps so. 1If
any man i8 a croaker in the true sense of
the word and does not wish stecess for the
scheme, he should be turned out of the Stale,

The Minister for Edueation: Quite right.

Hon, J. NICHQLSON: Everyone gives
the Premier eredit for having conceived the
scheme; but I wish to offer some eriticism
and I hope I shall not be denounced as o
croaker., The Premier should give to his
crities eredit for heing inspired by the same
patriotic intentions as he himself is. Let me
refer to portion of the Governor’s Speech
dealing with group scttlement-—

‘While the inception of this new schene
of land settlement requires some adjustment
of details, it is generally working satis-
tactorily.

That crcates an element of doubt as to
whether cverything possible is being done to
make the seheme an absolute suecess. We
all wish it to be 2 success, and yet all the
Government can tell us ia that it is ‘" gener-
ally working satisfactorily.’’ That is o most
cagual way of expressing it.

Hon. J. Duffell: Just ‘‘generally speak-
ing‘}l

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: Yes, The Govern-
ment should be able to say, not that it is
generally working satisfaetorily, but that
every link in the chain of the scheme is
working as smoothly as possible towards
definite and uoltimate success.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: That is what we all
desire, but unfortunately it is not the posi-
tion, i

The Minister for Education: That is what
is happening to-day.

The PRESIDEX'T: Order! I ask hon. mem-
bers to permit Mr. Nicholson to proceed with-
out interruption.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: But the Specch
does not tell us that it is working absolutely
smoothly. About 64 groups have been started
and the amount of detail they involve is
enormous. Not half a dozen men—mueh lesg
one man—could carry it out successfully with-
out the aid of the best expert opinion. Every
link in the chain should be complete and
every effort should be made to ensure the

He does not

There are
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suecess of the scheme. If the scheme breaks
down, what will it mean to this State? It
will mean absclute ruin. T hope the Premier
and his colleagues will c¢all in the aid of
those best able te advise, that nothing may
be wanting to make the scheme a success.
When I visited Denmark I saw the men en-
gaged in clearing work. T understood that
each settler in o group was to be given a
certain area of land completely cleared of
all timber, so that he could plough and pro-
perly cultivate every bit of it. Instead of
that, I found that the five acres of so-called
cleared land still had the big karri stumps
standing, and the men who take over those
blocks will require later on te get rid of the
stumps before they can claim to have a
cleared block, Ti will take a long time to
get rid of these stumps.

Hon. H. Stewart: They will not have to pay
for it twice over.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: But the leaving of
the stumps will entail extra work afterwards.
A good number of stumps have been left in
the ground.

Hon. J. .JJ. Holmes: And it is much harder
work to take out a stump than to take out
o tree.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: Quite so. While
those stumps remain the scttlere will not get
a fair opportunity to work their land pro-
perly and, therefore, they will not have the
chance they otherwise would have had to
make good.

The Minister for Education: Are you re-
ferring t0 stumps or trees?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: This land was cut
over by Millars’ in the old days and the
huge karri stumps were left in the ground.

The Minister for Education: You are cre-
ating & wrong impression. -

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: How so?

The Minister for Education: When dealing
with virgin country they take the whole tree
out.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN:; The country had
been cut over ycuars ago, and in the cutting
operations big stumps were left in the ground.
Some of them stand 6ft. or 8ft. high. These
stumps are now being left for the settlers
themselves to clear later on, This will mean
additional expense and will impede them in
their cunltivation operations.

Hon. A. Burvill: To take out those
stumps now would overload the blocks with
too much expense.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: What would it cost
to take them out?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: I do not know.

The Minister for Education: They eounld
be taken out gradually.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX : T made inquiries re-
garding the roads constructed there. The
party with whom L travelled went over one
road which we nameg *‘ Breakup road,’’ and it
was true to its name, That road had just been
made; yet, in driving over it, we were nearly
thrown out two or three times. The forma-
tion was not such as one would have expected

(10]
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irem a competent man. I do not know un-
der whose supervision it was construeted.

Hon, H, Stewart: Probably it was con-
structed upder the supervision of the Lands
Department. They have no regard for grades.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: A road such as
:]hls would be of very little use to the set-

ers,

Hon. J. Cornell: T suppose you travelled
by air most of the time,

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN: That would have
heen the safer plan. 1 asked whether the Gov-
ernment took inte account the cost of making
the roads and addéd it to the eost of the group
and then allocated the amount over the whole
of the blecks.

Hon, A. Burvill:

Hon. H. Stewart: They do not know yet.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: I have not been
able to ascertain.

The Minister for Education:
deavour to find out,

Mon. J. NICHOLSON: [If the Govern-
went apportion to each block within the group
served by this road part of the cost of con-
structing the road, I pity thesc sottlers for
having to pay for such a road as ‘‘ Breakup-
road.”’ The whole of that road will require to
be re-made. Probably it is being re-made
now; if not, 1 am certain it will not Jast
very long,

Hon, G. W. Miles: The Government would
not add the cost of the road te the capital of
the holdings,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There was some
talk of its being done. T said it was unfair,
particularly for such a road as this, which
was of no earthly usc to the settlers. An-
other matter brought under wmy notice was
that in certain eases timbor is being hxuled
for a very much longer distanee over the rajl-
ways than is necessary. To some of the
groups timber could be supplied from saw-
millz within a distance of 10 or 15 miles,
and yet the timber has been ordered from
other mills distant 70 to 100 miles.

The Minister for Education: Are vou re-
ferring to the State mills?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T cannot say
where the timber was being obtained, but the
cost of the extra haulnge is added to the
price. It is the duty of the Government offi-
cials to see that every article of material re-
quired for the construction of the houves on
these group settlements is obtained at the
cheapest possible rate. The settlers shounld
not be bordened with any excess charges
that can be avoided.

The Minister for Education: 1 do
think they swill bhe.

Heon. J. NICHOLSOXN: To charge them
with the extra freight in this case is wnfair.
I do not expect the Premier to bhe able to
supervise all these details; nor do I expeet
Mr. MeLarty to do so. Nr. MeLarty ig prob-
ably the hardest-worked offieccr in the Gov-
erument service. He should mot be blamed
for it. Mr. Camm and other officers are in
moeh the same position as Mr, MceLarty.
But this is a huge organisation, the detail of
fi4 group settlements is gigantic and, in

No.
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order to cope with it, the best expert opinion
is required under a thorough gencral, and it
ghould he so departmentalised that everything
may work with the greatest postible smooth-
ness. This scheme should be regarded as a
gencral regards his army. It should be
worked on scientific plans so that the scheme
will result in suceess. I would like to refer
to o question which has some association with
land settlement, and that is whether we are
retaining our immigrants, whether ocur popu-
lation is increasing as it should in¢rease.

Hon, J. Cornell: That is acknowledged
from the figures. . ‘

Ton., J. NICHOLSON: If we refer to
the statisties with which we are furnished,
we find that in 1920 the number of arrivals
was 29,930 and the departures 31,277, leav-
ing an cxcers of departures of 1,347. Last
sessien Mr. Colebatch alluded to that very
question.  In 1921 the arrivals numbered
29,333, and the departures 29,306, the excess
of arrivals in that year being only 27. In
1Y22 the position improved, The arrivals
mumbered 31,141 and the departures 28,246,
an excess of arrivals over departures of 2,895,
That was the best snccess we had had for
many years. For the first quarter of the
present year the arrivals numbered 9,081 and
the departures 8,100, an cxcess of arrivals
uf 981.

Tlon. T. Moere:
mg spent,

Mon. J. NICHOLSOXN: In the sceond
quarter there is an excess of arrivals over de-
partures of 1,749, the total for the half year
being 2,730, nearly as many as we had dur-
ing the whole of last year. The develop:
mental poliey is improving. The question
wis referred to by Foster Fraser in his
book, Australia, the making of a nation,’
on page 28 of whizh he says:—

The net tmmigration into the various
States for 1908 amounted to only 13,150,
Tn that year of 1908, however, 72,208 im-
migrants arrived in Australia: frem the
Tnited Kingdom 21,416, from New Zean-
land 26,357, from other British possesions
13,481, and from foreign countries 10,9_54.
Here then is a startling result—72,208 im-
migrants arrived in Australia in 1908 and
50,058 people cmigrated from Australia
that year.

We were being denounced as though our
State wns the ome which was the most af-
fected by the loss of population. We have
neeasionally seen references in the Press to
the fact that so many people have gone ont
of the State in this month or that menth.

Hon. H. Stewart: Which State is the
worst{ ,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have not the
details of the other Statew. It would be worth
the while of the Government Statiatician to
look into this matter thoroughly and to ad-
vise the Leader of the House so that he might
give us the information that Mr. Colebatch
supplied last year, and so perhaps furnish an
assurance that we are not suffering the losses
we are told we have been suffering and that
we are not in a worse position, so far as

AMore loan money iz be-
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population- is concerned, as compared with
the other States. We have been told that
there is a movement of people from this to
the other States, but we must bear in mind
a faet which is apt to ba overlooked, that in
#. community such as ours we have a large
floating popnlation, and that the number of
prople arriving and departing is considerable.
It would be of service if the Statistical De-
partment could find out definitely whether the
new arrivals were actually staying. I believe
they are.

Hon, T, Moore:
to stow away. R

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Some do that, but
I feel confident that we have the land and the
opportunitiessin Western- Australia and that
the people who come here will avail them-
sclves of both, I trust that everv migrant
who reaches our shores will use his best en-
deavours towards achieving success, and I
feel sure that the people resident in the State
will at all times render a helping hand
towards establishing that swecess. I intend
te support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply,

Some of them are trying

Hon, H. STEWART (South-East) [6.53]:
In speaking on the Address-in-reply it can-
not be said that we have a topic put in sueh
form and containing such matter that by
any streteh of the imagination it can be
regnrded as inspiring. The Speech contains
sentences that appear to be not connected,
while for the greater part the facts that
are given are not put up im a way that is
not calculated to impart mueh useful in-
formation or data on which one can base
eriticism, offered of course in a spirit of
helpfulness sueh as we have listened to this
evening frem Mr, Nicholson, as well as
from other members before him. I would
like to draw the attention of the Minister
to the latter portion of the second para-
graph in the Governor’s Speech which
reads—

The agreement was signed on the 9th
February, 1923, and operates in respect
of migrants sailing from England after
the 25th September, 1922, and, in respect
of the financial clauses, from the date of
signing,

That is to say, four months later. I would
like a clear explanation from the Minister
as to just what that sentence divided into
two parts, mecansy, because I do net think
there is any hon. member in thiz House who
really understands it. We notice further
down the Speech that reference is made to
the quality of our products. We hava heard
that stressed by Governments on various
occasions as well as the desire for the eatab-
lishment of factories. At the same time
it was pointed out by the Premier not se
long age that the question of markets in
conneetion with group settlements was a
matter which depended on the settlers
themselves, It is satisfactory to know,
however, that only recently the Premier
denied having adopted that attitude,
although it is on record in the Press and
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can he turned up. The Premicr has now
declared that if will be the duty of the
Government to assist in establishing and
fnding marliets in  comncetion with the
development of trade and industry, both
primary and secondary, and that the obli-
gation is one that belongs to the Govern-
ment, I do not propose to offer any re-
marks with regard to the financial position
of the State. The deficit for the year is
below the cstimate, but I will take this
opportunity of deprecating the way in
wliich the present (fovernment, year in and
vear out, come forward full of excuses to
the effect that if this had not happened,
and the other had not happened, if Parlia-
ment had not done this, or the railwaye
had not done that, the position wonid
probably have been better and the esti-
mates realised. As a matter of fact the
results arc never very near the estimates.

The revenue from liguor licenses is no-
where near the estimate. ¥n thiy direction
so much was expected, and the ‘‘West

Aastralian *7 apologising for the Premier,

pointed out that the responsibility did not
lie with the Leader of the Governmenr.
On the Land and Inceme Tax Assessment
Bill the Leader of the Opposition carried
an amendment against the Government,
interfering with the revenue. What does
the Leader of the Government doi  Fe
stands firm on immigration and settlement
as againgt the cxpenditore of money on
nen-productive works in town. The moncy
is certainly being spent to a large extent
in the development of the country, but the
Premier acts in a most politic manner.
Only two sessions agn a member of the
Country Party moved in the direction of
reducing the TEstimates by a certain
amount, Of course he had not the slightest
chanee of carrying the mmenmdment. The
l.eader of the Government said he would
regard such an amendment as one of no
confidence—a very hrave tling to declare
when it came from one of his own sup-
porters, and when he saw that that sup-
porter  weuld  have practically mo  one
with him. The Premicr belittled the
idea of am investigation of the financial
administration on the part of one of those
who were keeping the OGovernment in
power, But when the Leader of the Opposi-
tion brings forward a motion to take away
£50,000 of revenue, docs the Premler
threaten to treat that motion as one of
want of confidence? XNo. The Premvier is
defeated, and in spite of constitutional pre-
cedents he carries on. Then we get fore-
casts that the estimated deficit will be
exceeded because Parlinment has declined
to suppert the Premier in his proposals for
raising revenwe.  ¥f he had put down his
foot and said, ‘1 mean to have this rev-
enue,” would not he have got it? Tf he
had heen defeated, and then had gone to
the country, be ecould also have got the
revenue. However, expediency rules the
Premier; he seeks merely te maintain the
position in which he can earry out his
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policy of immigration and group settlement,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He is protected by
the Labour Party.

Hon, H, STEWART: The Labour Pariy
protect him. The salary grab of ax few
years ago was made in conjunction with
the Labour Party.

Hon.. T. Moore: The Labour Party did
not protect him in conncction with the Lake
Ciifton railway scandal,

Hon, H. STEWART: Unfortunately they
did not.

Hon. T. Moore: But your party protected
Lim.

Hon. H. STEWART: That wus not a
responsibility of the present I’remier. It
was done by a previeus Government. [
regard it as 3 scandal,

Hon. T. Moore: An absolute scandal, and
not a word about it in the Press.

Hon. H. STEWART: The financial posi-
tion, as rhown by the closing accounts of
the 30th June, cvidences a pleasing im-
provement. Tt would be unpardenable if
such an improvement had not taken plaec,
because taxation in all its forms s
exceedingly heavy. The railway finances
have improved, but why? Because there
has been a tremendous incrcase in the
imposts charged to the customers of the
Railway Department. And the position is
gimilar in conneetion with the other publiec
services, We want to seec further improve
ment in the administratlon of the services.
There has been considerable reorganisation
and improvement in the various departments
from an administrative point of view, but 1
do not think we can take it that the full
cffects of good organisation and high effi-
cieney have yet becun attained in the Govern-
ment service. As the result of contact with
the departments, T know that there is an ex-
ceedingly harmful lack of eo-ordination be-
tween the Apgricuitural Department, the
Lands Peparitment, the Titlea Office, and the
Agrieultural Bank. That lack of co-ordina-
tion means expense to the State, because in-
efficiency and delays result as regards the
grauting of loans which are necessary for the
very work that the Premier eries out must bo
done—increased clearing and increased farm.
ing. T take the same position as Mr. Nichol-
son. I appreciate that the head of the Gov-
ernment and the other Ministers stand firm,
or have until recently stood firm, on the prin-
cipic that expenditure of loan moneys wrst
he for the development of the eountry. DBut
I view with eonsiderable alarm the numercus
extensions whieh are being made in connece-
tion with the metropolitan tramway system.
I fear that those extensions will mean rob-
bing the railways, and will mean an expendi-
ture disproportionate to the demand for tram-
way facilities, so that the financial results of

that tramway system will grow more unsatis-

factory. Tf I were spcaking at length to-
night, T would go into the matter of tram-
ways, and would point out tbat only recently
the amount of ecapital invested in them
has been increased very considerably, making
ong wonder whether fair maintensnce charges
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have been dehited against working costs,
or whether a proportion of those charges
have been debited against eapital. In the
year 1912, when the Government purchased
the tramways, the system made a profit of
£30,000, after £10,000 had becn set aside for
belated repairs. Xach year the profit has
faller off by one-third, and under Labour ad-
ministration the number of employees in-
creased by one-third. In 1917, on entering
this House, I forceasted that within a year
or two the Governnent would be losing on the
trams. That forecast has been verified. Last
year the tramway accounts showed a return
of nearly £10,000 from a ecapital of £300,000,
as against a profit of £30,000 upon a capital
of £500,000 several years ago. Althongh the
Government have a most capable manager in
Mr. Taylor, the system has been so over-
burdened that with its 40 per cent. increase
in eapital it is now showing less than half of
the net profit, after payment of working ex-
pensges, that it paid in 1912-13. Some time
ago the Government spoke of the desirability
of the municipalities taking over the tramway
system and tramway congtruction, but they
have dene about as much towards that end
as they have 2one towards getting rid of the
State trading counecrns. I have tackled the
Government about this before, and have the
subject at my finger-ends, and know the exaet
position. I have the tables herg, and could
read ont the exact figures, but T think T can
bring the position home to hon. members
more foreibly by giving round figures and
keeping my eyes on you, Mr, Pregident, in-
stead of on paper. One thing in particular
tr which I wish to draw attention is the ques-
tion I asked here on the 2nd August regard-
ing the settlement of returned soldiers. It is
a matter which T have dealt with each year
gince 1919 on the Address-in-reply., I hap-
pened to-day to come across my speech of
1919, and glancing through it I noticed that
in the early days of repatriation the number
of men who had obtained the land qualifica-
tion certificate was about double the number
who had actoally got land. Last year 1
pointed out that up to October of 1921 there
were 1,400 men who had the land qualifieation
certificate but had not been settled on the
land. About August of last yecar, when I
apoke, there were 1,400 odd men who had got
the land qualification certificate, but were not
gettted on the land. Each year 1 have asked
for an explanation of this position of affairs,
hut all the explanation I ean get is that some
men who have the eertificate do not apply for
land. The matter is one that wants probing.
T should be glad if Mr. Cornell eould give me
some information on the subjeet, or that hon.
member might find out whether there is any-
thing requiring to be done. From returns
given to me by the Minister a few days ago;
I know that on the 30th June of this year
there were 6,608 returned soldiers holding the
land qualification certificate, and that 4,910
had been settled on the land and had received
advanccs. 1t appears, therefore, that at the
present time there are about 1,698 returhed
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suldiers who have the certificate hut have not
cbtained Jand. The number of such soldiers
is greater now than it has been at any pre-
vious date.

Hon. J. Cornell: I have a qualification cer-
tificate, but I have not got any land yet.

Hon, H. STEWART: I want to know how
many of those qualified soldiers do not want
land. TFrom the figures it would seem that
an astonishingly large number of weturned
men went to the trouble of getting the quali-
fication certificate and then went no further.
Here is the astonishing thing: whereas 12
months ago there were 1,400 of these men,
there are now practically 1,700. During the
previous 11 or 12 months only 89 of those
men with qualifieation certificates got land.
Within the- last fortnight there has come
under my mnotice the case of ftwo returned
soldiers, married men with wives and ¢hild-
ren, who, having their certificates, have put
up a proposition to the Government, and have
been informed by the Controller of Soldier
Settlement that the propoesition is not remun-
erative for returned men at the price. I guite
agrec that the Contreller is acting in the in-
terests of the men. Both the men, however,
are good and experienced farmers and good
bushmen, and are content to take the property
a% the price quoted.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Is it an improved pro-
perty$

Hon. H. STEWART: Yes. The Controller
says the priece is too high to allow of the
returned men making a living on the pro-
perty. These men, as I have said, are
married, and therefore they cannot get round
the country to look for other properties. They
have to make their Jivelihood and keep them-
selves and their families. What can be done,
and what is being done, to enable them to get
on a property? The onus ig throwa on themn
by the Government. As the Repatriation De-
partment are not giving any help now, the
position is extremely difficult for men s0 cir-
eomstanced, If Mr, Cornell can give me
any information regarding this matter, or if
he can in any way help in connection with
such cases, I shall be very glad to hear from
him and to have his ¢o-operation.

Bitting suspended from 6.15 ta 7.30 p.m.

Hon. H. STEWART: T lstened with great
interest to Mr. Nicholson's remarks on group
scttlement. ¥, too, made that trip, and I
ean bear out what the hon. member said.
In the Denmark area there is good land, and
the people on the groups secem well satisfied.
Yet, knowing the climate, I could not help
thinking that, housed as they were in tem-
porary camps, their resistance to wet and
cold would be thoroughly tested before the
end of the first gix months. It wasg gratify-
ing to find in the members of the groups a
fecling of cxtreme thankfulness to the Pre-
mier and the Government for the opportunity
given to work out their own independence.
Some of them asked me how T thought they
would do. T told them plainly that if they
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rere prepared to work unlimited hours fo¢
ight or ten years they and their c¢hildren
eed never want, bpt that if they were not
o prepared, probably before they had put
n many years they would become disgusted
¢sith their conditions and leave. I formed
. very good impression of the type of set-
ler in the Denmark groups. The personnel
ncluded all sections of workers. The great
wlk of them were imbued with the belief
hat if they stuck to their task they wounld
ever be in want, either of a job or of food
nd clothing. T doubt if any seetion of the
ommunity is not wholly in accord with the
ieeessity for a sound policy of immigration
nd land settlement. Why, then, should the
‘West Australian’’ regard all eriticism of
Lhe Premier’s scheme as oppesition? Con-
idering how large a sum of meney is in-
olved, and having regard to the precarious
inaneial relationship between the State and
he Commonwesnlth, these in anthoriiy shonld
veleome criticizm that will lead to an ex-
mination of the results and improve organ-
satipn, which is the most important factor
n group settlement. XNo steps should be
pared to secure the maximum efliciency
n the administration of that scheme. I hope
hat in future those who seek information
i to that administration will not be de-
ounced as opponents of group settlement.
Tis Excellency’s Speceh gave us no informa-
ion about the administration. On the Den-
nark groups there are between 20 and 30
hildren of school age who are getting no
caching whatever, It is not right.

Hon. T. Moore: The same condition of
ufairs is to be found all over the State.

Hon, H. STEWART: The soomer it i#
emedied the better. There are in my prov-
uee severl gronps of children wha dre not
retting simple primary education, which is
:ompulgory and free.

Hon. A. Burvill: And for which their par-
:nts are taxed.

Hon. H. STEWART: True. The Minister
:annot say that the children on the Denmark
sroups are getting any educational instrue-
jon whatever.

The Minister for Education:
s in hand now.

Hon. H. STEWART: T am not blaming
the Minister, but I say that these 20 or 30
shildern of school age should have at least
some¢ sort of primary teaching, if only in
:emporary buildings,

Hon. A. Burrill; There are 40 or more of
them.

Hon. H., STEWART: Well, it is idle to
juestion the number, whether it be 30 or 40,
It is as well that hon. members should know
that while money is being allocated to temnis
sourts and gardens in Perth, no provision is
made for the education of those c¢hildren at
Denmark.

Hon. J. XNicholson: No money is provided
in the Education Vote for tennis courts in
Perth.

The matter
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Hon, H. STEWART: Well, there was last
year. T had that information in answer to
a. question I aslked in this Hounse, Tt iz not
right that 20 or 30 children in the Denmark
groups cannot get primary edueation, I do
not apgree with Mr. Baxter’s contention that
further officers should be added to the Agri-
eultural Department, T have not heard of
any being needed there at present. The de-
jartment has its several experts, all trained
men, including four University graduates as
agricultural advisers. Mr. Baxter seemed to
think he would like to see the Director of
Agriculture outside leeturing all the time.
T and others who understand agricolture think
it wonld be pretty diffienlt to get a better
man at the head of the department than we
have at present. The Minister showed great
judgment in putting the department under a
technical head, and in choosing for that head
a man who has won the ungrudging respect
and appreciation of the farmers. Mr. Dodd
again brought up the question of a tax cn
unimproved land values. After my investi-
gation of land legislation and taxation, the
resalts of which I gave to the House when
speaking on the Closer Settlement Bill last
vear, I am of opinjon that before any altera-
tion is made we should have a well-thought
out, equitable and systematic Aect for the
valuation of land, something on the lines of
the New Zealand legislation. It is all
very well to look at things from the
academic point of view, and to raisc the
slozan ‘¢ taxation on unimproved land values’’
or ‘‘rebate on freights.’’ Before any step is
taken which may scriously prejudice the State
the matter must be well considered. No ad-
ditional taxation shonld be imposed on those
whose avocation is not so attractive as to
cause numbers of peopie to rush from the city
to share in the profits of those who follow
agrieultural or mining pursnits.

Hon. T. Moore: You say there are some

people rushing for land who cannot be
placed.

Hon. H. STEWART: All men can get on
the land.

Hon. T. Moore: What about the soldiers

-you mentioned?

Hon, H. STEWART: I =aid that certain
soldiers who had land qualifications had now
yet been settled. A man can get land if he
wants te, but not always the land he re-
quires or the terms he secks.

Hon. T. Moore: A man wants to make a
suceess of the land when he gets on it.

Hon. H. STEWART: The interjection is
not in aecordance with my remarks. There
are many hundreds of returned men who have
land qualifications, but ne land. IF 50 pet
cent. of these want land, I hope it will be
found for them,

Hon. .J. Nicholsen:
do not want land. .

Hon, H, STEWART: I have repeatedly
asked the Teaders of the House to explain
this credit balance that now stands at 1,700
retorned men. On the 2nd instant T asked
certain questions with regard to our scitle-

Perhaps many of them
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ment scheme as now laid down. My ques-
tions were as follows:—

1, In what group setticments are the set-
tlers residing in their own respective cot-
tages on their own blocks? 2, For each of
the group settlements given by answer to
Question 1-—(a) what 13 the cost per cot-
tage? (b) what is the area of cleared land
per respective settler? (e) what is the
cost per acre of such eleared land? (d)
what stock and plant have been supplied
to each settler? (e) what is the total in-
debtedness per settler? (f) what steps are
being taken to ensure production by set-
tlers of agricultural produee which will en-
able them to make a living and meet their
interest obligations?

These questions are simple ones, and the
answers should be of interest to every mem-
ber of this Parliament. The answers also
shonld be on record in the department, which
has Dbeen working for 12 months own greup
settlement. If we ncglected to ask for in-
formation of that sort we “should be ex-
tremely eulpable, Notiee of this question was
given a fortnight ago, and the Minister said
a return would have to be prepared. I have
had a great many years’ experience in mining
and smelting operations. In conncction with
those enferprises we always knew what our
mining and smelting costs were from week to
weck. The Railway Department brings out
expensive teturns from time to time, It
they had a proper costing system, such a3 1
have mentioned, the railways would be much
more efficiently and economically econtrolled.
The present system of making returns is a
generation behind the times from the point of
view of watching the costs. I showed the
Royal Commissioner appointed to inguire intoe
the railways certain forms used in other
businesses. These forms are ruled into
squares and columns and show the whele of
the working of the businesses, and enable
anyone who understands figures to arrive at
the exact position. The Royal Commissioner
said he had never before scen anything of the
kind, and commented upon the greal amount
of information the forms disclosed. The Rail-
way Department might well adopt a similar
system to the gredt advantage of the Sfate.
The point I am leading up to is that if the
information I sought by the questions 1 have
read had been in the departments, the answer
could have heen furnished within 24 hours. A
fortnight has now elapsed and we have not
yet had the return furnished. T do not know
how many settled groups there are, or any-
thing abont the cost of those groups. If the
work of the department was heing controiled
under the highest type of business organisa-
tion and efficiency these questions could
have been amswered at once. The informa-
tion woull have been in the office in tabu-
lated form for immediate use and the guid-
ance of others. The information should have
been available from the time the first group
was settled, so that upon it might have heen
built better organisation for the second
group. An officer capable of compiling such
information chould be attached to each de-

[COUNCIL.}

partment in which there is indusirial wo
and heavy expenditure going on. If th
were dome, it would be much better for tl
Premier’s estimates and the control of e
penditure and lean moneys. It is only b
organisation and the systematie cheeking ¢
expenditure that the system of department:
administration ean be improved. The dela
in answering my question shows that 1l
highest method and the best organisation i
connection with land settlement and develo)
ment have not been followed. Meritorious ¢
the work may be, it has not reached the acm
of perfection, T congratulate Mr. Kirwa
upon his appointment as Chairman of Ccu
mittees, and Mr, Cornell upon the great mea:
ure of confidence he has won from his co
leagues in the House. I alse join in cor
gratulations to the Leader of the Hlouse upo
his aeccession to Ministerial rank, I als
congratulate the Minister upon his appoim
ment as a member of the University Senati
I hope in the latter capacity he will play
useful! part, and will be more often in al
tendanee than his predecassor.

Hon. E. ROSE (South-West) [7.58):
join with others in congratulating the Min
ister upon his elevation to Cabinet rank.
do so with great pleasure. I also congratu
late the Government upon having him in th
Ministry. He has a wide knowledge of tb
South-West, and as a surveyor he will be o
great asgistance to the Government in thei
land settlement scheme. I also congratulat
My, Kirwan upon his appointment s Chair
man of Committees, His great knowledge o
Parliamentary procedure and his tact wil
make him a valuable officer of the House
I also congratulate the Royal Commission ap
pointed to inquire into the settlement o
soldiers on the land. Their report is a credi
to them, and bears out what many of us haw
said in the past. Some four years ago Mr
Ewing, the late Mr, E. M. Clarke, and I en
deavoured to have a clause inserted in the Bil
whereby returned soldiers would be relievel
of their interest for at least five years. We
also considered later that a lot of the land wa
being purchased at too high a price, and tha
clearing was too costly. I hope the Govern
ment will carry out the recommendations con
tained in the report, and reduce the price of
land taken up by the soldiers. If the rate of
interest cannot be reduced, I hope the men
will at least be given time in which to pay.
Though there are many matters referred tc
in the Governor’s Speech, there are only twe
or three I wish to touch upon. It is pleasing
to see that our railways are paying hetter
this year thar has been the case for years
past. There is still room for improvement.
As business men we know that by spending
£1,000 or £2,000 in alterations and improve.
ments, we are repaid two or three times over.
The same principle applies to our rajlways,
In different parts of the railway system very
stecp grades rule, making the haulage of
goods coosiderably more expensive to the
primary producers. On the line from
Collic to Brunswick, the department has



[15 AveusT, 1923.]

to provide two engines in order to
haul 2 small load over the pgreater por-
tion of the route. Some years ago an
alternative ronte was reported upon by Mr,
Stoddart, an engineer and surveyor of some
ncte. He stated that a good level route could
be seeured from Collie through the Ferguson
district to Bunbury. That line wonld open
up o large area of splendid country. When
we remember the amount of coal hauled over
the Collie line, we will recognise at once that
the construction of another line would be
warranted, not only on account of the coal,
but of the wheat and timber which is hauled
there, The eoal output from the Collie minea
during 1921-u2 totalled 459,381 toms. That
is very heavy traffic for a single line during
12 months only. If we consider in addition
the enormous quantity of wheat conveyed
through that district, it will be appreciated
that this, too, represents a very substantial
item. In 1922, 51,093 tons of wheat passed
over that single line, to say nothing of timber
and other produce from the district. The
railway is often congested and that shows
that there is the necessity for duplication.
The only economical way to carry out that
work would be to construet another line as
I have suggested.

Hon. A. Burvill: What is the present grade
on the Collie lined

Hon. E. ROSE: I cannot say off-hand.
These improved railway faeilities which have
heen asked for so often, should be provided.
The cost will not he so pgreat, particularly
when we remember the large amount of
money it is proposed to spend on the Bruns-
wick station and carrying out alterations
there in order to provide extra facilities for
Railway traffic. If that is taken into con-
sideration, the Railway Department should
recognise that it would bhe a cheaper
proposition to construet a fresh line and leave
the existing one for the Collie-Perth traffie,
which in itself is considerable. TIf the rail-
way officials went earefullv into the Stoddart
report of 1912, they would come to the con-
elugion that it would be in the hest interests
of the State to aet upon if. As to land de-
velopment, T am pleased to note the scttle-
ment that is taking place throughout the
State generally. There is considerable settle-
ment in the wheat areas, in the North-West,
and in the South-West. In the last-mentioned
portion of the State, we have alongside the
present railway line and within distances of
from 12 to 14 miles, thousands of acres of
land Ybetween Pinjarra and Busselton where
we could put 1,000 or 1,500 more families.

Hon. T. Moore: Why the necessity for
further railways there?

Hen, E. ROSE: I will come to that later.
With a little extra drainace, some expenditure
on roads, and the provision of improved rail-
way facilitics, we could establish people on
really first-class tand in that distriet. The
land there was classified recently and T am
pleased to inform hon. members that the clas-
sification showed that some of the land was
far ahead of the Peel estate. We have mag-
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nificent swamps there that only require drain-
age and railway facilities to enable them to
be opened up.

Hon, J. Nicholson: That will fix Mr. Moore
up all right,

Hon. E. ROSE: I fail to see why we should
send new scttlers to centres hundreds of miles
away from the city when land is available at
8 reasonable figure so much closer to existing
centres of population. We should not send
people so far out until the land closer to
settled areas i3 occupied. The same thing
applies to the land along the Albany line.
Much of that area bas not been cultivated
and many settlers could be placed there, T
have been through the group settlements from
Perth to Manjimup, and within the last few
months [ have visited nearly all the groups.
The scitlers I have met are all in good heart
and appear to be satisfied with their pros-
pects.  All are working well and looking
forward to the time when they will bave
comfortable homes for their families. There
is a certain amount of healthy rivalry he-
tween the groups that is pleasing to sce.
In company with the Leader of the House,
I attended the Manjimup show last April,
and when speaking there I stated that I re-
gretted that many members who talked about
the South-West lands being sour and taking
15 wears to sweeten, were not present to see
what could be grown there. I saw produce
grown on land that had bheen under enltiva-
tion for only two ycars.

Hon. J. Duffell: We ean show yom that
on the Peel estate without taking yon so
far away.

Hon. E. ROSE: Produve exhibited at the
show took first place and yet it was grown
in land that had only been cultivated during
the previous cight menths. We can grow
magnificent vegetables and produce there.

Hon. C: F. Baxter: No on¢ has disputed
that fact, but when you grow your vegetables,
what are you going to do with them?

Hon. E. ROSE: That is what one would
expeet from the hon. member. What is gen-
nrally done with produce that is grown?
When we realise the price that is paid for
goods it is apparent what must be done, and
yet Mr. Baxter says, ' What will you do with
your products?’’

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do you import vepge-
tables?

Hon. E. ROSE: The land in the South-
West is eminently suitable for mixed farm-
ing. I refer to the country particularly from
Pinjarra through to Busselton. Mr, Baxter
stated the other night that the Government
should have stayed their hands when 10
groups had Dbeen settled. He claimed that
a halt should have heen cried then. “What
does he suggest? Are we to stagnate for
10 or 12 yvears and then see how the scheme
is develoning, and how the produce is being
marketed? In the South-West we grow the
finest root ¢rops imaginable. We produce the
finest peas, barley, and maize, What more
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could be required? We grow everything that
is require? for dairying and pig raising.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Then go ahead with
that.

Hou. E. ROSE: Mr, Baxter asks: Where
is the market? Look at the overseas market
for bacon and pork. The London market
absorbs vast quantities of these commodities,
and we can produce as good an artiele as
can be obtained from any other part of the
world, Mr. Baxter referred to what could
he Aone in the wheat areas. That part of
the State is quite all right for wheat grow-
ing, but T do not think that area is as suitable
for mixed farming as is the South-West, Wa
know of the bLutter factory which the Gov-
ernment have had to take over becanse the
co-operative company could not run it profit-
ably. That factory was situated in the pro-
vinee that he has referred to.

Hon. T. Moore: Have the Government
taken that factory over?

Hon. E. ROSE: Yes. In Bunbury alone we
had a mortgage of £7,000, which had been
provided by the Government in the interests
of our butter factory there. We were able to
wipe off the balanee last week. That is a
record any district should be proud of and
that is the distriet where we can settle groups
to advantage. It i3 indeed admirably suited
for closer settlement, I do not agree with
Mr. Baxter when he says we should stay our
hands and not have any more groups. On
the contrary, we should continue them. We
have fine men in charge of the group settle-
ments in the South-West, men with practieal
experience in that part of the State, men who
know how fo clear land and what it should
cost, men who know the best methods to
cultivate the land and what the settlers should
go in for. 1 hope the Government will be
able to provide equally practical men to take
charge of future groups and if the Govern-
ment can do that, I have ne fear whatever
of the groups being a failure.

Hon. J. Duffell: Mr, Miles will tell you
that you could make more moncy by settling
people in the North-West,

Hon, E. ROSE: That is all right, but few
people are likely to stay there very lomg
under existing conditions. I had 20 years’
cxperience in the North and I know what the
difficulties are. How many young men nowa-
flays would tackle the country as we did in
our youth? You, Mr. President, have done
your share of pionecring.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Did you make vyour
money in the North or the South?

Hon. E. ROSE: That is a question I do not
think it necessary to answer, beeause I think
most pepple who went north, stayed there
with the intention of making money. T hope,
and feel surc they fook capital away with
them when they left that part of the State.
I am perfeetly satisfied with the South-West
and what £ made in the North I have in-
vested in the South. T am still a primary
producer; I have been all my life and I hope
I shall be to the end.

[COUNCLL.]

Hon. J. Duffell: And you will be o primary
producer in the next world!

Hon. E. ROSE: Throughout the Souwth-
West the country is sunitable for settlement
of this description and I trust we shall see
not only the 64 groups which were estab-
lished up to the 30th June last, but hundreds
of groups. I believe in the Premier’s policy.
T believe he is on the right track. It is for
us o advise him in every way possible so as
to assist in furthering his land settlement
scheme,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You should know that
the TPremier will not aceept advice.

Hon. E. ROSE: On the contrary I know
very well that he will aceept advice, becanse
on many occasions I have advised him on
different matters in the South-West. He hag
been only too pleased to accept that adviee
if it ecomes from a practical man who knows
what he is talking nbout and can give adviee.
If one is a practical man, the Promier knows
what the adviee is worth and will take it.
The Premier is not too old to learn,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He is a good judge of
a2 practical man!

Hon, E, ROSE: I would like to see the
Government go closcly into the question of
better facilities for getting produce to
market. No matter whether it be by rail
or main reads, the fact remains we must
have good roads through the South-West.
All the great nations of the world are
spending more and wmore on roads and na
progressive country can be developed with-
out good roads. In the South-West it is
almost impossible to get a spring cart, much
less motor traffie, over a lot of the roads,

Hon. J. Mills: What about the Iederal
grant®

Hon. E. ROSE: A lot has been said about
the YFederal grant, Tf the Commonwealth
Government gave ug £90,000 or £100,000 per
annum, it would be no more than they
should do, considering the amount they take
ont of Western Australia, and the number
of returned soldiers and new arvivals we
have scttled on the land. The Common-
wealth Government have received many
millions of pounds from us, but precious
little have we received from the Common-
wealth. The Eastern States, having their
secondary industries, have beneflited to a
large cxtent from Commonwealth expendi-
ture, but Western Ansiralia has received no
benefit at all. Ninety thousand pounds will
go a very little way towards making our
roads, even though the State Government
subsidise 4§t pound for pound. A sum eof
£200,000 per annum would be of some
benoefit. T do not know whether the Gov-
ernment intend to bring in a Roads Bill this
vear, but some alteration should e made.
I am not saltogether favourable to the
nationalising of roads; I think the Govern-
ment should subsidise the road boards more
than they have done in the past. The road
hoards are more capable of comstructing
good roads and they construet them more
cheaply than ecan the Government. Some
of the Government roads constructed doring
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the last three or four years are in a bad
state of disrepair, in spite of the fact tnau
they cost sa much owing to the bigh rate of
wages paid.

Hen. J. Duflel]l: You cannot get them
made any cheaper in the country than in the
city.

Hon. E. ROSE: 1 do not know about that.
Anyone travelling over these roads cannot
fatl te realise their bad state. If we could
ageertain their cost, I believe it would be
found to be nearly double what the road
boards could have done the work for. Con-
struction by the Government seems to mean
higher wages and less work. I am opposed
to State trading concerns. If T had my
way every one of the trading concerns
would be sold, and then the deficit would
be wiped out very quickly. Not only road
consteuetion but other works carried out
by both the State and the Commonwealth
Governments cost more than they should,
and are not done so satisfactorily as they
would be if done by private individuals or
road boards.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Does not that apply
to the work on the group settlements?

Hon. E. ROSE: That is a different thing.
We have to find work for the new arrivals.
They have to be taught to use the imple-
ments of the farm and, generally speaking,
I think it has been worth the extra cost to
teach them. The rainfall throughout the
South-West 95 very heavy. Therefore our
roads require to be built muech more solidly
than usual and given good drainage.

Hon. J. Mills: Why not block roadaq

Hon, E. ROSE: One cause of trouble is
drainage. The country is very flat and it
gets bogpy and, unless the roads have a
good foundation and are well drained,
they become impassable, A tremendous
amount of money has been expended by
the Government on some roads, but if
the road boards had carried out the
work, it would have been done very much
better. The road board at Balingup have
resigned in a body. The retnrned soldiers
pay no rates, and I expeet the same rule
will apply to group settlers. The Balingup
board could not get any rates from the
returned soldiers; nor could they get any
assistance from the Government to enable
them to keep the roads in order. The
Balingup roads are almost impassable.
Miles and miles of roads serve soldier settle-
ments, and the board are expected to keep
them in order without reeciving a penny
of revenue or any Government contribution
towards their upkeep. Therefore the board
were justified in resigning and throwing on
the Government the onus of this work,

Hon, T. Mogre: Justified in taking direct
action?

Han. E. ROSE: Every facility must be
provided for marketing the produce raised on
group settlements. The produce should be
shipped from the nearest port. I eare not
whether that port be Esperance, Albhany, Bus-
selton, Bunbury, Fremantle or Geraldten.
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These ports should be improved to aceom-
modate all the boats likely to call there.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What about the caost?

Hon, E. ROSE: [t was gratifying to read
the report of the Mimster for Agriculture re-
garding the country at Esperance. As a
practical farmer he should know what he is
talking about and what the country is capable
of.
Hon. €. F. Baxter: He has never seen it
Hon. E, ROSE: He recently visited Es-
perance and he has seen similar eountry in
the Eastern States, and should be able to say
whether the expenditure of money in the Es-
perance district ia warranted. 1 would pay
more- attention to his report than to Mr,
Baxter’s opinion.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The difference is he
has not seen it and I have.

Hon, E. ROSE: The Minister travelled
through the country, and has learmed from
hig officers what the country is capable of.
Money will be necessary to open up the port
of Lsperance, and if only for the sake of
economical working, I think the Espcrance-
Northwards railway should be linked up with
the Fastern Goldfields line. Each of the har-
hours T have mentioned should be improved
so that the produce raised in the hinterland
might be shipped from the nearest port. On
the Geraldton harbour £400,000 is being spent,

Hon. T. Moore: Very slowly, though,

Hon, E, ROSE: Before the work is com-
pleted, it will cost a million of money. If
there is sufficient trade to warrant the ex-
penditure, it is only right that the harbour
should be improved. At Fremantle a large
sum has been spent and the same applies to
Bunbury. The late Engineer-in-Chief advo-
cated an inner harbour at Bunbury, a differ-
ent harbour from what is provided at present,
and though the Government have gone on piec-
ing und pateching, the harbour ¢annot aceom-
modate "the boats that are calling to-day.
The depth of water is insuflicient.

Hon. T. Moore; It is worse than it was
10r years ago.

Hon. E. ROSE: Yes. When [ explain the ex-
ports from Bunbury members will realise that
an improved port is warranted. During the
1? months ended June, 1922, 139,422 loads
of timher of 50 eubic feet were chipped,
During the same year 202 vessels, aggregat-
ing 693,200 tons, ealled at the harbour.

A, few years ago Bunbury was the
third or fourth Iargest export port in
Australia, but to<day it ranks about fifth
or sixth. During the wvear 1922, 46,562

tons of coal were shipped. The export of
coal will inerease as the bunkering trade iy
developed. Of wheat 51,092 tons were shin-
ped and, as the country east of Wagin tou
Lake Grace and Newdegate is opened up,
Bunbury as the natural port will export a
congiderably greater quantity. The quantity of
goolds exported last year was slightly lesa
than during the previons wvear. A large
quantity of wheat was sent to Fremantle,
largelv owing to the zequiring agents heing
changed from the pool to the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. Fremantle was considered to
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be the more suitable port  for shipment,
because the vesscls, ‘it was said, could got
quicker despateh. If money is to be spent on
the railway frem Narrogin to Dwarda in
order to shorten the distance to Fremantle,
it will be a erying shame if the grades are
as represented by Mr Greig and the Railway
Department. It is contended:that the grades
are too steep, just as the grades on the Collie
line are too steep. ' At one time a good deal
of wool was shipped from Bunbury hut, ow-
ing to the sales being held in Perth and Fre-
mantle, the wool is now. railed to the .metro-
polis.

Hon. A. Burvill:
bany.

Hon. E, ROSE: All our out-ports will suf-
fer to some extent, but we cannot complain
at this. It is pleasing to know that last year
750 tons of fruit were shipped from Bunbury,
whereas in other years it has all been railed
to Fremantle. Thiz proved of very great
benefit to the fruitgrowers, as it relieved them
of an enormois amount of .expenditure for
extra haulage from Bunbury to Fremantle.
A few years ago some people ridiculed the
idea of shipping fruit from Bunbury; to-day
they are satisfied that it can be suceessfully
bhandled at that pert. It was handled as
quickly, cheaply and ag well az at Tre-
mantle, and the shippers were very pleased
with the results. Although the shed for in-
gpecting the fruit wag-at the land end of the
jetty, over a mile from the shipping, the
work was earried out expeditiously. If we
had an up-to-date harbour, with fruit sheds,
grain sheds, cold stores and coal bins, the
shipping business of the port would be greatly
expedited.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
water at Bunbury now?

Hon, E. ROSE: At low tide 27 feet
inches is all that can be depended upon at
the end of the jetty. The boafs calling range
in draught from 25 feet to 35 feet. There-
fore it is neeessary to deepen the harbour
so that the larger hoats may call for our
produce. The dredge we have has been of
very little use. The harbour i continunally
silting up, and something more efective must
be dene to improve the depth of water.
When we see the quantity of stuff that is
hauled over that jetty we can get an idea of
the trade of the port. How much less would
the cost be to the producer if we had an inner
harbour, ’

Hon. T. Moore: How much has been spent
there already?

Hon. E. ROSE: T have the figures here
and they show that the harhour has been
over-capitalised. ~ There has heen spent
£450,000, of which sum £260,000 has heen
the cost of the breakwater.

Hon. T. Moore: Tt is a lot of money for
what has been done.

Hon. E. ROSE: But not when we consider
the importance of the port. If the group
seftlements suceeed, as we all expect they will,
we must improve the port so as to provide
adequate facilities for shipping. The im-
provements which we are asking for and re-

The same applies to Al

What is the depth ofi
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quire will have to be revenue producing. We
have too much now that is non-revenuve pro-
ducing. At the present time I do not think
any wharfage charges are levied on coal,
wheat or fruit.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
those are free?

Hon. E. ROSE: T have been informed that
the port dues on these items, if they exist,
are very light. Of course we want to en-
courage the export of these commodities as
nuch as possible, and it is right that the
Government should grant concessions in that
respect. Timber pays a large sum, pot only
to the Goverminent, but to the ports. I do not
know that it is pnecessary for me to deal with
the Speech at any further length, beyond to
cxpress the hope that the Government will
consider the advisableness of extending the
harbour facilities so that those on the group
scttlements may benefit when the time for ex-
porting the produce arrives. It has becn said
that we have no markets, or that the markets
we have will be glutted. But we have means
of conserving our produce. Take potatoes for
instance. We have in the South-West to-day
in good eondition potatoes which were grown
six months age. They have been kept without
the aid of cool storage. Why should we not
encourage the growing of potatoes and other
roct erops and go in for mixed farining?

Hon. J. Duffelt: This would be a good time
to sell those potatoes.

Hon. E, ROSE: I have no time for people
who say we should stagmate for the next
three or four years. Possessing the huge
territory that we do we should encourage
scttlement to the fullest extent. I am confi-
dent that those who are becoming producers
will make a success and that before many
years have passed, we shall have the greater
portion of the State settled. I do not intend
to say anything ahout the North-West; T
will Jeave that to Mr. Biles, who represents
the North Province. I trust the Government
will take heed of what I have said about har-
bour facilities, because if a country is to he
developed—and I have in mind Esperatice as
well, wheré the Minister for Agriculture de-
clared- that there was sueh o vast area of
first-clags wheat land—we must provide means
which will enable the producers to cxport
without any diffieulty. I support the
Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. T. Moore debate ad-
journed.

Do you mean to say

House adjourned at 8.37 p.m.



